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Space use by a male Andean bear (Tremarctos ornatus) tracked 
with GPS telemetry in the Macizo Chingaza, Cordillera Oriental of 

the Colombian Andes

ABSTRACT
For decades, telemetry has provided large amounts of ecological information for several bear species; 
however, for the Andean bear (Tremarctos ornatus), only three studies have available information. The 
use of space for this species was measured for the first time in Colombia with a male specimen tracked 
with GPS telemetry. Bear locations (n= 348) were obtained between October and December 2013, during 
the dry season. Our dry-season male home range estimates with nearest-neighbor convex-hull (K-NNCH, 
24.62 km2) and kernel density estimate (KDE, 42.15 km2) slightly exceed those reported for the species 
in Ecuador, and our minimum convex polygon (MCP, 238.86 km2) quintupled estimates from Ecuador. 
This finding supports the hypothesis that more fragmented landscapes demand greater movements 
to obtain sufficient resources. K-NNCH and KDE were the most accurate methods, as they excluded 
degraded terrain not used by the tracked bear. Total daily traveled routes oscillated between 0.51-12.07 
km. The forest-páramo ecotone, full of dry-season-fruiting Ericaceae shrubs, was the main habitat used.

Key words: Andean bear, core area, GPS telemetry, habitat, home range

RESUMEN – Uso del espacio por un oso andino (Tremarctos ornatus) macho marcado con 
telemetría GPS, en el macizo Chingaza, Cordillera Oriental de los Andes colombianos
La telemetría ha proporcionado gran cantidad de información ecológica de varias especies de osos, pero 
solo tres estudios se han publicado sobre el oso andino (Tremarctos ornatus). Se midió el uso del espacio 
en esta especie para el primer espécimen marcado con telemetría GPS en Colombia. Las posiciones GPS 
(348) se obtuvieron entre octubre y diciembre de 2013, durante la estación seca. Los rangos de hogar 
en estación seca para el macho marcado usando casco convexo local del vecino más cercano (K-NNCH 
24,62 km2) y estimador de densidad de núcleo (KDE 42,15 km2), excedieron levemente a los reportados 
para la especie en Ecuador, y el rango de hogar en estación seca usando polígono mínimo convexo (MCP, 
238,86 km2) quintuplicó la de estudios previos en Ecuador. Esto apoyaría la hipótesis de que paisajes 
más fragmentados demandan mayores movimientos para obtener suficientes recursos. Los métodos 
más precisos fueron K-NNCH y KDE, excluyendo de sus cálculos terrenos degradados no utilizados por el 
oso. Las rutas diarias totales oscilaron entre 0,51-12,07 km. El principal hábitat utilizado fue el ecotono 
entre páramo y bosque, lleno de arbustos de ericáceas que fructifican en la estación seca.
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Wildlife use of space reflects the animals’ cognitive map of their environment, which 
may vary depending on spatial and temporal variables such as habitat availability 
(Börger et al. 2008; Powell & Mitchell 2012). Telemetry has improved our knowledge 
on the spatial ecology of wildlife, such as home range (traversed area during animal 
normal activities; Burt 1943) and core area (an animal most heavily used area; 
Kernohan et al. 2001), which are useful for wildlife management and conservation 
(Millspaugh & Marzluff 2001; Kays et al. 2015). Although telemetry has provided 
a great amount of ecological information on several bear species (Garshelis 2004; 
Heard et al. 2008; Evans et al. 2012; Zeller et al. 2020), only a few studies have been 
developed for the threatened Andean bear Tremarctos ornatus (Cuvier, 1825) in 
Bolivia and Ecuador, with only the studies in Ecuador addressing home range and 
core area (Castellanos 2011, 2013; Paisley & Garshelis 2006; Velez-Liendo & García-
Rangel 2017).

Considering the importance of reliable ecological information for the conservation 
of this species, which has different habitat characteristics across its natural 
distribution, we provide data on the first Andean bear tracked with a GPS collar in a 
fragmented landscape in Colombia.

The study area is located between 2,241 and 3,980 m a.s.l. in the Macizo Chingaza, on 
the Cordillera Oriental (Eastern Range) of the Colombian Andes in both Cundinamarca 
and Meta departments, including from lower to upper: montane Andean forests, 
high Andean forest, subpáramo shrublands, and páramo shrublands and grasslands 
(PNN Chingaza 2005). A unimodal rainfall regime occurs in the Chingaza massif, 
influenced by eastern trade winds, with a peak between May and August, and the 
lowest precipitations between December and February (IDEAM 2013).

The adult male Andean bear (130 kg) was captured in an Iznachi® trap and 
immobilized with darts containing a mixture of Ketamine hydrochloride (3–8 mg/
kg) and Xylazine (2 mg/kg) following Castellanos et al. (2010), and according to the 
American Society of Mammalogists Guidelines (Sikes & Animal Care and Use Committee 
of the American Society of Mammalogists 2016). A veterinary evaluation of specimen 
health was made, including blood samples, and morphometric measurements were 
also taken. Finally, the individual was fitted with an Advanced Telemetry Systems 
(ATS®) dual VHF-GPS telemetry collar (model G2110E). The bear was followed for 
two days in the field using the homing technique (Millspaugh & Marzluff, 2001) to 
determine its successful recovery after the intervention procedure.

The GPS positions obtained from the telemetry collar were used to calculate spatial 
use measures using the adehabitatHR package (Calenge 2015) on R v.3.4.1 (R Core 
Team 2019). Home range and core area measures were obtained with minimum 
convex polygon (MCP) using 100% and 50% of locations (Mohr 1947), kernel density 
estimate (KDE) using 95% and 50% of locations, least-squares cross-validation 
bandwidth estimator (Worton 1989), and nearest-neighbor convex-hull (K-NNCH) 
using 100% of locations and a nearest neighbor “k” parameter of 6 (Getz & Wilmers 
2004), following Castellanos (2011, 2013). Since the selected estimation methods are 
robust dealing with both independent and auto-correlated data sets, independence 
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analyses between locations were not performed (De Solla et al. 1999; Kernohan et al. 
2001; Fieberg 2007).

Home range and core area polygons were plotted on to a map of the study area 
including natural covers, based on Landsat, Rapid Eye, and Spot satellite images 
from 2010–2012 with 30 m of resolution, extracted from the Instituto de Hidrología, 
Meteorología y Estudios Ambientales de Colombia (IDEAM 2014) (Figs. 1, 2). The 
established habitat types were Andean and high-Andean forest (including the Corine 
Land Cover types dense high forest, dense low forest, and fragmented forest), páramo 
and subpáramo shrublands (open bushes and dense bushes), páramo grasslands 
(dense grassland), and livestock pastures (clean pastures). Since the tracked bear 
showed a diurnal activity pattern (see Rodríguez et al. 2016), habitat use was analyzed 
assessing the number of positions per coverage category during the day (5:00–18:00, 
bear active) and night (19:00–4:00, bear not active). Finally, the daily movements 
(distances traveled) of the specimen were reported as the sum of the linear distances 
(km) between locations obtained across a 24 hr (0:00–24:00) period.

A total of 348 GPS bear locations were obtained during part of the dry season 
(October–December 2013) before the telemetry collar stopped working (Rodríguez 
et al. 2016).  Regardless of the estimation method, all dry-season home range and 
core area measures were larger than those of previous studies on this species 
in Ecuador (Castellanos 2011, 2013) (Table 1). The use of space by a species can 
vary according to habitat availability and fragmentation (Börger et al. 2008; Powell 
& Mitchell 2012), for example, for studies on small and medium-sized mammals 
(Andreassen et al. 1998; Verbeylen et al. 2009; Mergey et al. 2011). Places with less 
natural coverage demand greater movements to obtain enough resources, leading 
to larger home ranges (Ofstad et al. 2016). The Chingaza massif is characterized by 
high-impact human activities at the landscape level, including significant land cover 
transformation to croplands and livestock pastures, along with the infrastructure 
construction (i.e., main roads, dams, mines) in and around the massif, which have 
drastically transformed the natural areas (Rodríguez et al. 2020).

Our results show that the MCP dry-season home range (238.86 km2; Fig. 1A) was 
the most different regarding that reported in Ecuador, quintupling it (Table 1). The 
KDE dry-season home range (98.58 km2; Fig. 1B) and core area (20.91 km2; Fig. 1B) 
measures slightly exceed and doubled those of Ecuador, respectively. The K-NNCH 
dry-season home range (29.62 km2; Fig. 2) slightly exceeds that of Ecuador (Table 
1). The MCP is the oldest and simplest method for estimating home range, creating 
polygons with the outer-most locations of the data set (Kernohan et al. 2001; Powell 
& Mitchell 2012). The K-NNCH method constructs small convex hulls with each 
relocation and its nearest neighbors (defined by a nearest-neighbor “k” parameter) 
and merge those hulls from smallest to largest into isopleths (Getz & Wilmers 
2004), quite similar to MCP but using various subsets of locations. Finally, KDE is a 
probabilistic method that implements the utilization distribution (i.e., the density of 
locations) to determine an animal’s probability of occurrence in the space (Worton 
1989; Kernohan et al. 2001; Powell & Mitchell 2012). The KDE and K-NNCH analyses 
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are less sensitive than MCP to overestimate home range polygons (Kernohan et al. 
2001). In this study, MCP was the only method that completely encompasses the 
limestone open-pit mine “El Palacio” (Fig. 1A). Although this open-pit mine has been 
closed since the 1990s, its extremely degraded soils are not suitable Andean bear 
habitat and indeed has no bear locations. Thus, we consider KDE and K-NNCH results 
as more accurate.

During the day (bear active) and from 227 GPS locations obtained, 25.55% were 
located within the Andean and high-Andean forests, at altitudes between 2,067 
and 3,463 m, 62.56% were located in the páramo and subpáramo shrublands at 
altitudes between 3,070 and 3,632 m, 10.57% were located in the páramo grasslands 
at altitudes between 3,248 and 3,645 m, and 1.32% were located within livestock 
pastures at altitudes between 3,146 and 3,357 m. Likewise, from 121 nocturnal 
(bear not active) GPS locations, 31.40% were located in the Andean and high-Andean 
forests at altitudes between 3,017 and 3,394 m, and 68.60% were located within 
páramo and subpáramo shrublands at altitudes between 3,117 and 3,637 m. The 
male Andean bear preferred the páramo and subpáramo shrublands, followed by 
the Andean and high-Andean forest, for both diurnal displacements and nocturnal 
resting places, suggesting an intense use of the páramo-forest ecotone, which during 
the dry-season included many fruiting Ericaceae shrubs Macleania rupestris and 
Cavendishia bracteata (Fernández 2012), reported as part of the Andean bear diet 
(Figueroa 2013).

Previous studies stated that Andean bears prefer Andean forests, but use the 
páramo when it is present (Peyton 1980; Yerena 1987; Rodríguez 1991; Ríos-Uzeda 
et al. 2006; Rodríguez et al. 2019). However, our results suggest that at least in the 
dry season in the Chingaza massif, Andean bears can intensively use the páramo/
subpáramo shrublands. Finally, the daily distance traveled of the tracked Andean 
bear varied between 0.51 km and 12.07 km, with an average of 3.39 km (SD 2.29).

Data from various individuals for longer periods are needed to completely 
understand the use of space by Andean bears; however, the information obtained 
from the Chingaza massif is a valuable contribution to Andean bear ecological 
knowledge, which will be useful for management and conservation.
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Figure 1. Home range and core area estimates for a male Andean bear in Chingaza, Colombia. A: Minimum convex 
polygon 100% (continuous line) and 50% (dashed line); B: Kernel density estimate 95% (continuous line) and 50% 
(dashed line).

Figure 2. Nearest-neighbor convex-hull home range estimate for a male Andean bear in Chingaza, Colombia.
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MCP 100% MCP 50% KDE 95% KDE 50% K-NNCH 100%

Castellanos 

(2011, 2013)

Dry season
Male 46.9 (11.73) - 86.07 12.95 27.44 (21.72)

Female 22 (16.08) - 18.53 1.57 6.85 (4.03)

Wet season
Male 92.85 (62.38) - 105.21 14.86 22.52 (9.42)

Female 31.93 (20.12) - 18.5 3.39 9.51 (5.66)

Annual
Male 125.8 (48.61) - 157.05 23.89 59.08 (4.33)

Female  36.2 (16.31) -  20.03  2.23 14.77 (5.35)

This study Dry season Male 238.86 140.38 98.58 20.91 29.62

Table 1. Andean bear home range estimates from this study in Chingaza (Colombia) and Castellanos (2011, 2013) 
in Ecuador. Abbreviations: MCP, minimum convex polygon; KDE, kernel density estimate; K-NNCH, nearest-neighbor 
convex-hull. When available, standard deviations (SD) are presented in parentheses.

LITERATURE CITED

AndReAssen, H. P., K. HeRTzbeRg, & A Rolf. 1998. Space-use responses to habitat fragmentation and 
connectivity in the root vole Microtus oeconomus. Ecology 79:1223–235. 

böRgeR, l., b. d. dAlziel, & J. m. fRyxell. 2008. Are there general mechanisms of animal home range 
behavior? A review and prospects for future research. Ecology Letters 11:637–650.

buRT, W. H. 1943. Territoriality and home range concepts as applied to mammals. Journal of Mammalogy 
24:346–352. 

CAlenge, C. 2015. Home range estimation in r: The adehabitathr package. The comprehensive r archive 
network. <https://cran.r.project.org/web/packages/adehabitatHR/adehabitatHR.pdf.>

CAsTellAnos, A. 2011. Andean bear home ranges in the Intag region, Ecuador. Ursus 22: 65–73.
CAsTellAnos, A. 2013. Andean Bear Core Area Overlap in the Intag Region, Ecuador. Molecular Population 

Genetics, Evolutionary Biology and Biological Conservation of Neotropical Carnivores (M. Ruiz 
Garcia & J. M. Shotel, eds.). Nova Science Publisers Inc., New York.

CAsTellAnos, A., l. ARiAs, d. JACKson, & R. CAsTellAnos. 2010. Hematological and serum biochemical values 
of Andean bears in Ecuador. Ursus 21:115–120. 

de sollA, s. R., R. bonduRiAnsKy, & R. J bRooKs. 1999. Eliminating autocorrelation reduces biological 
relevance of home range estimates. Journal of Animal Ecology 68:221–234.

evAns, A. eT Al. 2012. Capture, anesthesia, and disturbance of free-ranging brown bears (Ursus arctos) 
during hibernation. PLoS ONE 7:e40520. 

feRnández, s. A. 2012. Caracterización morfológica de Cavendishia bracteata y Macleania rupestris 
(Ericaceae) en la sabana de Bogotá. Bachelor’s thesis, Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, Bogotá, 
Colombia.

fiebeRg, J. 2007. Kernel density estimators of home range: smoothing and the autocorrelation red 
herring. Ecology 88:1059–1066.

figueRoA, J. 2013. Revisión de la dieta del oso andino Tremarctos ornatus (Carnivora: Ursidae) en 
América del Sur y nuevos registros para el Perú. Revista del Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales 
15:1–27.

gARsHelis, d. l. 2004. Variation in ursid life histories, is there an outlier? Panda conservation (D. 
Lindburg & K. Baragona, eds.). University of California Press, Berkeley.

geTz, W., & C. WilmeRs. 2004. A local nearest-neighbor convex-hull construction of home ranges and 
utilization distributions. Ecography 27:489–505. 

HeARd, d. C., l. m. CiARniello, & d. R. seiP. 2008. Grizzly bear behavior and Global Positioning System 
Collar fix rates. Journal of Wildlife Management 72:596–602. 

insTiTuTo de HidRologíA, meTeoRologíA y esTudios AmbienTAles (ideAm). 2013. Zonificación y codificación de 
unidades hidrográficas e hidrogeológicas de Colombia. IDEAM, Bogotá.

insTiTuTo de HidRologíA, meTeoRologíA y esTudios AmbienTAles (ideAm). 2014. Cobertura de la tierra 
metodología Corine Land Cover adaptada para Colombia durante el periodo 2010-2012. IDEAM, 
Bogotá. <http://www.siac.gov.co/catalogo-de-mapas>



Andean bear telemetry in Chingaza

N OTAS   S O B R E M A M Í F E RO S  S U DA M E R I C A N O S8       

KAys, R., m. C. CRofooT, W. JeTz, & m. WiKelsKi. 2015. Terrestrial animal tracking as an eye on life and 
planet. Science 348:aaa2478. <https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aaa2478>

KeRnoHAn, b. J., R. A. giTzen, & J. J. millsPAugH. 2001. Analysis of animal space use and movements. Radio 
tracking and animal populations (J. J. Millspaugh & J. M. Marzluff, eds.). Academic Press, San Diego.

meRgey, m., R. HeldeR, & J. J. RoedeR. 2011. Effect of forest fragmentation on space-use patterns in the 
European pine marten (Martes martes). Journal of Mammalogy 92:328–335. 

millsPAugH, J. J., & J. m. mARzluff. 2001. Radio tracking and animal populations. Academic Press, San 
Diego. 

moHR, C. 1947. Table of equivalent populations of North American small mammals. American Midland 
Naturalist 37:223–249.

ofsTAd, e. g., H. ivAR, s. e. JoHAn, & s. beRnT-eRiK. 2016. Home ranges, habitat and body mass: simple 
correlates of home range size in ungulates. Proceedings of the Royal Society B 283:20161234. 
<https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2016.1234>

PAisley, s., & d. l gARsHelis. 2006. Activity patterns and time budgets of Andean bears (Tremarctos 
ornatus) in the Apolobamba Range of Bolivia. Journal of Zoology 268:25–34.

PARque nACionAl nATuRAl CHingAzA (Pnn CHingAzA). 2005. Documento ejecutivo del plan de manejo del 
Parque Nacional Natural Chingaza 2005-2009. PNN Chigaza, Bogotá.

PeyTon, b. 1980. Ecology, distribution and food habits of spectacled bear, Tremarctos ornatus, in Perú. 
Journal of Mammalogy 61:639–652. 

PoWell, R. A., & s. m. miTCHell. 2012. What is a home range. Journal of Mammalogy 93:948–958.
R CoRe TeAm. 2019. R: a language and environment for statistical computing. R Foundation for Statistical 

Computing, Vienna, Austria. Available at http://www.R-p roject.org/
Ríos-uzedA, b., H. gómez, & R. b. WAllACe. 2006. Habitat preferences of the Andean bear (Tremarctos 

ornatus) in the Bolivian Andes. Journal of Zoology 268:271–278. 
RodRíguez, d. 1991. Reconocimiento del hábitat natural del oso andino, Tremarctos ornatus, en el Parque 

Nacional Natural las Orquídeas, Antioquia, Colombia. Bachelor’s thesis, Universidad Nacional de 
Colombia, Bogotá, Colombia.

RodRíguez, d. eT Al. 2016. Desempeño de un collar GPS en el seguimiento a un oso andino (Tremarctos 
ornatus) en los Andes colombianos. Biodiversidad Neotropical 6:68–76.

RodRíguez, d. eT Al. 2019. Northernmost distribution of the Andean bear (Tremarctos ornatus) in South 
America, and fragmentation of its associated Andean forest and Paramo ecosystems. Therya 
10:161–170. 

RodRíguez, d. eT Al.  2020. Andean bear (Tremarctos ornatus) population density and relative abundance 
at the buffer zone of the Chingaza National Natural Park, cordillera oriental of the Colombian 
Andes. Papéis Avulsos de Zoologia. <https://doi.org/10.11606/1807-0205/2020.60.30>

siKes, R. s., & AnimAl CARe And use CommiTTee of THe AmeRiCAn soCieTy of mAmmAlogisTs. 2016. Guidelines of 
the American Society of Mammalogists for the use of wild mammals in research and education. 
Journal of Mammalogy 97:663–688. 

TRoyA, v. f., f. CuesTA, & m. PeRAlvo. 2004. Food habits of Andean bears in the Oyacachi River Basin, 
Ecuador. Ursus 15:57–60. 

velez-liendo, x., & s. gARCíA-RAngel. 2017. Tremarctos ornatus. The IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species 2017: e.T22066A123792952. <https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2017-3.RLTS.
T22066A45034047.en.> 

veRbeylen, g., l. A. WAuTeRs, l. de bRuyn, & e. mATTHysen. 2009. Woodland fragmentation affects space 
use of Eurasian red squirrels. Acta Oecologica 35:94–103. 

WoRTon, b. 1989. Kernel methods for estimating the utilization distribution in home range studies. 
Ecology 70:164–168. 

yeRenA, e. 1987. Distribución pasada y contemporánea de los ursidos en América del Sur. Departamento 
de Estudios Ambientales, Universidad Simón Bolívar, Caracas.

zelleR, K. A., d. W. WATTles, l. Conlee, & s. desTefAno. 2020. Response of female black bears to a high 
density road network and identification of long-term road mitigation sites. Animal Conservation. 
<https://doi.org/10.1111/acv.12621>


